
COURSE SYLLABUS


FIELD ZOOLOGY - BY 321 

FALL 2004
DATE ............................................................................................……........August 23, 2004

COURSE NUMBER .............................................................................................…..BY 321

COURSE TITLE ..............................................................................................Field Zoology

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course deals primarily with animal collection techniques, systematics, and ecology, with an emphasis on local and coastal terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems.  Collections and reports are required.  The laboratory portion includes several required field trips.  Three lecture and three laboratory hours weekly.

Prerequisite: 

Biology 122. 

Credit: 

four semester hours

Professor: 

Dr. John McCall

Office:  BG 204A

Phone:  652-3724

Cell Phone: 203-310-4791 (Emergency only)

E-mail: jmccall@uwa.edu 

Office Hours:  10:00 – 12:00 MWF



Other by appointment

Class Meeting:
Lecture:
11:00 – 12:15 TuTh         


Lab
          
  2:30 – 5:30   M 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

1.  Develop skills in the collection, identification and preservation of local animal specimens.

2. Gain a basic knowledge and appreciation of the diversity of animals in west-central and 

coastal Alabama.

3. Develop an understanding of the variety of ecosystems present in this geographic area and the ecological relationships of the various animal taxa observed.

COURSE CONTENT:
Lecture: The lecture portion of the course will provide an introduction to local animals and the proper techniques for studying them.  A detailed description is provided in the attached schedule.

 COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

This course includes three required mid-term examinations (combined lecture/lab exams) and a required final exam.  Other requirements include a field/laboratory notebook, a collection of species lists, and a semester project, and a collection report.  Other minor projects and quizzes may be included.

Attendance is mandatory for all lectures, laboratories and field trips.  Absences will be considered unexcused without prior arrangement or written documentation.  No makeup examinations will be administered in the case of unexcused absences.  No student can receive credit for a class at UWA without attending at least 2/3 of the class meetings.  Please review the University of West Alabama General Catalogue for university policy regarding class attendance.

ASSESSMENT DAY:


As a part of the University’s plan to assess institutional effectivness, a day is set aside each semester for assessment activities.  Although no day classes meet on this designated day, students are required to participate in assessment activities when they are called to do so.

DISABILITY:


The University of West Alabama strives to make its programs accessible to qualified persons defined as disabled under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Students who have special needs that require accomodation are responsible for notifying instructors in each course in which they are enrolled and appropriate staff members, who in turn will refer the student to the ADA Compliance Coordinator.  Following verification of the student’s status, the ADA Compliance Coordinator will work with the instructor or staff member in implementing an appropriate plan for accommodation of the student’s needs.  Support documentation of special needs for a physician or other qualified personnel will be required if deemed necessary.  For additional information, students should contact the Student Success Center, Foust Hall, Room 7, (205) 652-3651 or the Office of Student Life, Webb Hall, Room 311, (205) 652-3581.

CONTENT/SCHEDULE CHANGE:


The instructional schedule reflects expected class progress in course subject matter and is considered tenatative.  The schedule is subject to change in content and scope at the instructor’s discretion.

HONESTY/INTEGRITY:


The UWA Academic Dishonesty policy stated in the General Catalogue and the student handbook will be followed in this course.

TEXTBOOKS: 

The following books have been selected for use in this course and may be found in the bookstore.

Milne, Lorus, and Susan Rayfield.  1980.  National Audubon Society Field Guide to North American Insects and Spiders.  Knopf.  ISBN: 0394507630

Eddy, Samuel. 1978. How to Know the Freshwater Fishes. McGraw-Hill Higher Education.  ISBN: 0697047504

Mount, Robert H.  1996.  The Reptiles and Amphibians of Alabama.  Univ. of Alabama Press.  ISBN: 0817300546

A Guide to Field Identification: Birds of North America. C.S. Robbins, B. Bruun, and H.S. Zim.     Golden Press. 

Whitaker, John.  1996.  National Audubon Society Field Guide to North American Mammals.  Knopf.  ISBN: 0679446311

Other books that may be useful or interesting:

Borror, Donald J., and Richard E. White.  1998.  A Field Guide to the Insects: America North of Mexico (Peterson Field Guides).  Houghton Mifflin Co.  ISBN: 0395911702

Page, Lawrence, Brooks Burr, Eugene Beckham, Roger Peterson.  1998.  A Field Guide to Freshwater Fishes: North America North of Mexico (Peterson Field Guides).

Dunn, Jon. L.  1999.  National Geographic Field Guide to the Birds of North America: Revised and Updated.  National Geographic Society.  ISBN: 0792274512

EVALUATION:
Grades will be determined from scores on the following tentatiave assignments:

Mid-term Lecture Exams (3 @ 100 pts. each).............…. 

300 pts.

Final Lecture Exam.................................................…...… 

150 pts.

Field/Laboratory Notebook......................................…....... 
  
  50 pts.

Insect Collection ……………………………………………
  50 pts.

Semester Project...................................................…....

100 pts.

Species Lists...............................................................…....

100 pts.

Total..........................................................................….... 

750 pts

Letter grades will be assigned on a standard scale. (i.e 90-100% = A, 80-89% = B, etc.).The instructor reserves the right to administer unannounced quizzes or other assignments.  The total available points may vary.

Any student who is dissatisified with his grade in this class is urged to discuss this with the instructor.

BY 321 SCHEDULE (TENTATIVE)
Week 1

Introductory Material

8/23-8/27

Local Invertebrates

Mollusks, Annelids, Arthropods




Lab 1: Introduction

Week 2

Marine Invertebrates

8/30-9/3

Lab 2: Field and Laboratory Work with Collected Insects

Week 3

Insects  

9/7-9/10

Tentative Project Title Due

Lab 3: No Lab Meeting due to Labor Day Holiday.

Week 4

InsectsExam 1 this week

9/8-9/12

Lab 4: Field Work at Alamuchee Creek
Week 5

Fish I

9/15-9/19

Lab 5: Collecting trip (Alamuchee Creek) and fish ID

Week 6

Fish II

9/22-9/26

Lab 6: Collecting trip and fish ID

Week 7

Fish III

9/29-10/3

Progress Reports on Collections




Lab 7: Fish ID

Week 8

Amphibians

10/6-10/10

Lab 8: Wetland trip and amphibian ID

Week 9

Exam II this week

10/13-10/17

Reptiles

Lab 9: Bluffport trip and reptile ID

Week 10

Reptiles II

10/20-10/24

Lab 10: Reptile ID




No Meeting 10/21 – Assessment Day

Week 11

Birds I

10/27-10/31

Lab 11: Birding Expedition

Week 12

Birds II

11/3-11/7

Lab 12: Bird ID

Week 13

Exam III this week.

11/10-11/14

Mammals I

Lab 13: Collecting Trip and Mammal ID

11/17-11/21

Mammals II

Lab 14: Mammals 

Week 14 

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
11/24-11/28

Week 15

Mammals III

12/1-12/4

Lab 15: Wrap-Up



SEMESTER PROJECTS, FIELD LOGS, AND  SPECIES LISTS DUE  

12/9 at 11:00 AM




FINAL EXAM – Wednesday, December 15, at 11:00

